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Let’s recreate!
Here’s a manual with step-by-step instructions to help 
you help kids at the IKEA Climate Action Station make 
climate symbols from used IKEA packaging. We have 
all kinds of fun material – cardboard, blocks, sticks, 
rings and corrugated paper in all shapes and sizes.

To get the kids’ creative juices flowing, ask some 
questions about what they know about climate 
change, what do they think might make the climate 
better? What can be done in their family? Waste 
sorting? Eat more vegetables? Fly less and ride more 
trains? What would they like their symbol to tell their 
parents, teachers, politicians?

Make something that you think will make a difference 
and that you can show at home, in school or on social 
media to make your voice heard.

Have fun!



ELEPHANT
Make an animal you think is a good symbol 
for climate action. Elephants, for example, 
drink a lot of water and have a hard time 
when the climate gets more dry. They also 
eat small tree shots, which thins the forest 
and helps bigger trees grow.

What you need:

• Simple crossed cardboard (with 
ready-made cuts) that you can you 
find almost anywhere in different sizes 
and thicknesses, brown or white. This 
particular crossed cardboard comes 
from the pallet for ORDNING utensil 
holders.

How to do it:

• Draw an outline of animal around the 
cuts, then cut it out.

• Draw an outline of two “legs” and “ears” 
around the cuts, then cut it out.

• Put the pieces together by the cuts.

No tape or glue needed!



PLANT
Make a plant that you like! Plants aren’t just 
beautiful, they’re also very important for 
our planet since they absorb CO2 (which is 
bad for the climate) and turn it into oxygen!

What you need:

• The cardboard rings you’ll find as 
cushions in between our flower pots. 
They come in many sizes and widths.

How to do it:

• Cut a strip of cardboard, and roll it up

• Put the rolled up strip in a cardboard 
ring, as soil in the pot for your plant

• Draw a plant and cut it out

• Put the plant into the pot

• Use rings of different sizes to draw 
outlines and cut out the leaves

• Make a cut in the leaves and attach 
them to the plant base 

No tape or glue needed!



WIND TURBINE
Renewable energy sources, like wind, solar 
and hydropower, are important when it 
comes to minimising our climate footprint. 
Which are your favourites? Here’s a tem-
plate for a wind turbine, but you can use 
the base for anything you want, like a solar 
panel or a sign.

What you need:

• For the base: Sturdier cardboard, for 
example in the pallets for LÄMPLIG trivets.

• For the blades: Thinner cardboard, for 
example in the pallets for GLIMMA tealights. 

How to do it:

• Cut out two identical shapes for the base 

• Then make a vertical cut in the middle 
of the shape, halfway down. For one of 
the pieces start at the top and cut to the 
middle. For the other piece, start at the 
bottom and cut to the middle.

• Attach the two pieces by the cuts, so 
that they form a cross shape

• Cut out three identical blades and glue 
them together like a propeller (with the 
thick end as the base)

• Glue the propeller to the base



CLIMATE CROWN
Make a crown that can display your 
favourite things for the climate. Could be 
anything you like… wind turbines, trees, 
solar panels, veggies, electric cars…   
You can make one or two items now,  
then add later as you get new ideas.

What you need:

• Corrugated paper (wrapping our flower 
pots) 

• Mixed cardboard to cut out decorations

• A little bit of glue

How to do it:

• The crown: The corrugated paper is 
cone-shaped, stretchy and already 
attached like a circle. So, all you need to 
do is cut it to the height that you want. 
No glue or tape needed.

• The decorations: Take some mixed 
cardboard, then draw and cut out what 
you want to decorate your crown with. 
Can be wind turbines, trees, a polar bear, 
train or anything you want.



DISPLAY CABINET
Make a 3D collage of the things you think 
are important for climate action. Trains, 
waste sorting, less plastic in the oceans? 
You can also tell a story, make figures and 
characters, maybe put on a show for your 
family at home? You can start with a few 
items now, then add more later.

What you need:

• Box/lid, cardboard bottoms for 
products out on the shelves

• Mixed cardboard

• Little bit of glue

How to do it:

• Take a box or lid and use as your frame 
and backdrop. The frame protects the 
collage and you can also hang it on the 
wall like a painting. There are many 
different depths, depending on how 
deep you want your world/show to be. 

• Draw and cut out props, characters 
and scenery from different types of 
cardboard.



MINI SIGNS
Make some small climate action signs that 
you can use at home, in school or share 
on social media. Write or decorate it with 
something you think is important for the 
climate. Eat more vegetarian food? Or ride 
more trains instead of planes?

What you need:

• For the sign: Cardboard, or small box, 
or cardboard block, for example from 
the pallets for VITVAL bunk bed that you 
find in the self serve area, or ready-
cut square and rectangular blocks 
for VARDAGEN pie dish or VARDAGEN 
baking tin.

• For the handle: A strip of sturdy 
cardboard or a cardboard stick 

How to do it:

• Draw the outline of your sign on a piece 
of cardboard, then cut it out.

• Draw, write, or decorate with cut-outs 
what you want your sign to say

• Glue the handle to the back of the sign

Tip: If you use a cardboard block for your 
sign, you just stick your handle into the sign.



HAVE  FUN!


